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£AI2lV M.
Congress as a Xeiv Field of Effort

*4| TNCLE JOE" CANNON'S statement that
7. w he has gone hack to Congress that
He may "prepare to meet his Maker" sounds
strange and Incongruous, and yet It must
be accepted at its face value. However, very
Xew statesmen in this country's recent his¬
tory have selected the halls of Congress for
that particular sort of preparation, and cer¬

tainly it may be said without unkindness or

irreverence that in his past service there
."Uncle Joe" himself paid mighty little at¬
tention to his purely ethical development.
On these very accounts, though, the choice

may prove a wise one. "In business," some

pynlc has said, "honesty is the best policy,
because it assures freedom from all competi¬
tion." "Uncle Joe," back in Congress and
pursuing his newly-acquired ideal with his
old-time force and ardor, will have an open
field.

,. Waste in National Administration

FORMER President Tafi's plea for a budget
system of controlling national expendi¬

tures deserves public approval, and should,
but probably will not, result in congressional
fifctlon. The waste with which this govern¬
ment is conducted is known of all men. and
)>Vb been a matter of common information
for many years, but little or nothing is done
to check this especially gross form of ex¬
travagance.

President Wilson expressed the general
View very correctly, we think, when he said
in hiB recent message that what the country
demanded was economy, but not parsimony.
Ttie* United States is too great a nation, too
rich and powerful, to grudge the money nec¬
essary to be spent in efficient administration
for an Intelligent system of defense and in
useful public improvements.

Extravagance and waBte in administration
>erve no usefuj^ purpose whatever. Former
Senator Aldrlclv. wht) knew as much about
this government as anybody, said that the
annual waste resulting from duplicated ef¬
fort and antiquated method and careless
systems of purchasing supplies amounted to
$300,000,000. That is a big enough amount
to attract any nation's attention. It is about
time that some sensible reform should be
adopted.

C!. Helping Halting Nature

MEDICAL and surgical practice combined-
suggestive therapeutics and various

sorts of pseudo-medlco-scientiflc cults con¬
spire, and all breeds of the occult practition¬
ers hope to- persuade themselves that they
can.do what? Why, help halting nature,
or arrest, the progress of dissolution, open
up founts of youth, Btave off the inevitable,
send Charon back across the Styx with an
ibmpty ferry! Somehow or other, every
agency dabbling In the laboratory of the
soul plays hard on the human desire for
health here and happiness hereafter. Hence
the prosperity of numerous creedB and tho
fattening tills of multifarious makers of pro¬
prietary remedies. We all want them.the
two things hard to be assured of through
human intervention.

Painfully present among the most com¬
pelling desireB of humankind are these: The
fat would grow lean, the loan fat; the tall
would lop off an inch or two, and the stubby
would greet attenuation with Joy; the bald
would grow a mop and the woolly would
swap their heads for the intellectual appear¬
ance of the bald. Whatever we have, there
is something else we'd trade it for, and to
that end we watch the press for every ap¬
pearance of anything legitimate, or nearly
so, that will help or promise to help us on
our way.

'. All of which somewhat labored introduc¬
tion is merely to announce that in Rochester,
Ind., a physician has enabled a stunted child
of nine years to grow two inches within two
months, by feeding her the dried thyroid
glands of sheep. For five years the child
had not grown. At nine she was of the
stature of four. Then came the thyroid
glands and the extension dietary. It is to
be Uopcci that she be not overfed. In that
eventr will the good doctor have something
.Ise to feed her that will make her shrink?Otherwise, the family may as well bavo a
Iiple chopped in the ceiling at once for her
future comfort. For, at the rate of a foot
I

a year, the child, at the age of sixteen, will
have to rtoop beat double to thank hex* bene¬
factor, and at her coming-out party she will
of necessity entertain her company on step-
ladders!

To Thoso Who Have Much

THERE are plenty of men In Richmond
ablo to give generously to the fund The

Times-Dispatch is raising for the support, in
this time of special need, of the work of the
Associated Charities. Perhaps their incomes
have been reduced by the failure of some of
the securities locked in their strong-boxes to
pay accustomed dividends, but this very fact
Bhould direct their thought to the situation
of those who own no stocks and bonds, whose
pitiful savings have been spent, who find no
work to do, and who face a winter of suffer¬
ing and privation.

Here, gentlemen who have, is an oppor¬
tunity for profitable investment.an invest¬
ment In humanity, in human flesh and blood.
More than any other immediately contribut¬
ing factor, hopeless poverty tends to perma¬
nent inefficiency. Citizenship of the right
type rarely emerges from the slum; the
slum's Inhabitants are an unending drain 011

the resources of the community.
This is a period of stress, from which, hap¬

pily, the nation already begins to emerge.
Help the honest and hard-working man who
needs your help to-day, that he may tide
over this financial chasm. Doing so, you
strengthen him against adversity and keep
tilin here at home, where in normal times
he has done useful -work and contributed es¬

sentially to Richmond's progress and Rich¬
mond's wealth.

This is an opportunity, let it be said again.
Much of the casual charity in which the
world indulges, because its heart is touched
by some pathetic appeal, is hopelessly in¬
efficient and demoralizing. It has no perma¬
nent influence, save as it tends to encourage
the idle and shiftless In idle and shiftless
ways. This work you are asked to aid is a

different proposition altogether. You must
see that it is.you must know that it is.
You are not urged to encourage poverty, but
to prevent it.
Take out your checkbook now and make

an investment in the menaced manhood and
womanhood of your city!

Increasing the National Guard

WE are a peace-loving people, and Secre¬
tary Garrison's suggestion that the

standing army be increased 25,000 to partly
make up for the draft on police duty in the
Canal Zone and in the Pacific will be looked
upon with suspicion by those who view our
love of peace too singly and regard the possi¬
bilities of enforced defense too timidly.
We have no policy of aggression. Our

duty under the Monroe Doctrine is purely
protective. Our business in the Philippines
and Hawaii is strictly humanitarian. We
have no business, save on a humanitarian
and philanthropic basis, outside our own
borders. We are not looking abroad, nor
are we dreaming of territorial aggrandize¬
ment nor of world politics. Our owr. lares
aud penates Interest us vastly more than
poaching or inching our fences outward.

Of course, we have to consider the ques¬
tion of defense, and of preparedness for that
defense. Our interest lies not in other
lands nor on the high seaR, but right here In
this country that has not been scraped be¬
neath the surface of its possibilities for de¬
velopment. What we need, and should have
by all means, Is a competent and equipped
Home Guard. It may be that the standing
army should be increased 25,000 men and
1,000 officers. This may or may not be the
whole or partial solution of n problem.
To the. man who opposes an enlarged

standing army and still believes in prepared¬
ness, the strongest appeal will possibly be
made by increased Federal and State aid for
the Rational Guard. In too many States the
National Guard is a beggar, with hat in
hand, asking Legislatures to kindly drop a

penny for charRy's sake; giving balls to raise
funds to pay the coal bill. This is all wroug.
In the Spanish-American imbroglio the Na¬
tional Guard showed what it could do, and
the big army thanks the tin soldiers to-day
for contributions of mighty good officers who
came up from the ranks. What could this
country do better than work out a plan of
co-operation between national and State gov¬
ernments. to make the National Guard at¬
tractive, honorable, creditable in every way?

It Beems reasonable to suppose that Uncle
Sam would encourage such a promotion of
the National Guard, which would create a

feeling of greater interest, in the standing
army. CongresB, indeed, already has done
much, but more can and should be done. It
ought to be obvious that the regular army
cannot V® raised In times of peace to 500.000
men without an intolerable burden of ex¬
pense or some form of conscription. Increas¬
ing the National Guard, both in numbers and
efficiency, is the practicable answer to most
of the defense problems.

Keep to Tax Revision

THE TIMES-DISPATCH hopes that the
General Assembly, at its special session,

will stick to the purpose for which it has
been called together.consideration of the
tax problem and relief of the State from the
burden of antiquated and inequitable tax
laws under which it now groans and suffers.

There are other problems, doubtless, the
solution of which, under ordinary circum¬
stances, might be undertaken with profit by
the Legislature. Present circumstances,
however, are by no means ordinary. What
the best thought of the Commonwealth de¬
mands and justice and progress unite to ap¬
prove is tax reform. Virginia is shackled
so long as the existing situation 1b permitted
to continue.
The subject is a difficult and complicated

one. The Committee on Tax Revision has
given long and patient consideration to its
vexed features, and yet the members of that
committee were not able to agree. The com-
mittec's conclusions' are expressed in ma-

jorlty and minority reports, although ma-
Jorlty and minority agree that the two plans
jeparately favored are each the best of
its kind.

It all goes to show that the Legislature
must give its undivided attention to the sub¬
ject of taxation, if wise and Just results rea¬
sonably are to be expected. Other legisla¬
tion, however desirable, must await the solu¬
tion of this problem, which is of exigent and
compelling necessity.

It was Admiral Sturdeo whose British
squadron sank some German ships. Appar¬
ently. there is yet something in a name.

Some baseball players seem to know more
about jumping than running.

Apparently it is even more unlucky to tread
on the tail of Seryia's coat than to follow a
similar course In the case of Belgium.

SONGS AND SAWS
Dad Doesn't Mind.

Llttlo Tommy's made his mind upThat his joy will bo complete,If he gets a watch you wind up
And a drum that you can beat.

»

Tommy's father Is quite willing.
He expects to bo away,

And all sorts of game a-kllllngOn the Merry Christmas Day.
He'll be back soon after New Year's
When he's sure tho drum will be

Quite unlit to smite his two ears
With Its clain'rous minstrelsy.

The Time- Limit.
He.When are you going to stop this gaddingabout and permit us to lead a quiet life?
She.I don't know exactly. Just when docsLent begin, anyhow?

Shocking!
A kindly old lady who grew
In girth with the years that

she know,
Shocked her pastor one day
By the frolicsome way
She skipped rope and ob¬

structed his view.

ItalloK Pnanlon.
Stubbe.That was a painful accident that hap¬

pened to old Closeflst.
Grubba.What did he do?
Stubbs.Sprained his wrist reaching into the

collection plate and trying to extract change for
a quarter.

The FeMlmlat Says: '

This certainly Is Ideal Christmas weather.
Anybody who can be merry while carryingthis handicap deserves an extra portion of credit
and praise.

No Lingering.
"Just when do you expect to leave?"

Tho cornered mouso besought the cat.
"Right after lunch," the cat replied;
"And I shall make short work of that."

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
And now it's the Chase City Progress that

comes along Incased in a Christmas covor bor¬
dered with green sledges drawn by red reindeer,
enowenpped skylines, church Bplres pointing to
the star 'of the East and other krlskrlngles. We
note, too, that Editor George Bulla Crav®n has
joined tho ranks of thoso advanced journalists
who refuse to spell It Xmas. Without vouch¬
safing an intimation of- what's on his mind he
starts off his Christmas number editorial col¬
umn with this cabalistic query? "But won't
there be a big difference at Christmas In 1916?"

Readers of the South Hill Enterprise are In¬
formed by Editor Rathbun: "Smoking in thea¬
tres will be prohibited in Richmond after this
week. Evidently the sign, 'Gentlemen will not
smoke," has not the desired effect or else does
not apply to all hte males attending the show."
Mayhap the editor from South Hill found his
way Into some showshop which we have yet
to discover, or perchance there has been some
quiet smoking going on in our theatres, of which
we wist not, though well we are aware there's
no smoking allowed.

"It's "'possum and taters" time in Aceomac.
The Peninsula Enterprise records an event of
tho season thus: "Mr. Len Bell on returning
home last week from a visit to the homo of
his 'best girl,' living just out of town, the night
being dark and his lantern shining brightly.
and walking good.came unexpectedly upon a

big, fat 'possum, which, blinded by hla light,
he says, turned over and grinned at him, where¬
upon he seized It by Its caudal appondage and
forthwith took It homo with him." It la noted
that tho sly old varmint tried his feigned grin
of sympathy on the wrong swain. No A'ccomac
man can be fooled by a 'possum.

Governor Stuart's proposition to colonize Bel¬
gian farmers In Virginia has the indorsement
of Editor Beazley, of the South Boston News,
who says: "Why not bring some of the Belgians
to Virginia? They would make good citizens;
besides, we need men to till our lands and help
develop our resources. Our farmers need help,
owing to the fact that too many of the young
Americans arc going Into the city."

"The New York Stock Exchange Is con¬

valescing," says the Newport News Times-Her¬
ald, meaning that the bulls and bears will soon

be in condition to make the lambs shoulder that
tired feeling.

Says the Tidewater Democrat: "This Is about
the time when our forests are robbed of the
beautiful holly, which is packed In boxes and
chipped to the city and used for decoration dur¬
ing the Christmas season. We dislike to see the
wanton destruction of It, but there seems to be

enough and to spare." Now see hero, you Editor
Latane. Don't you dare put your foresters on

the trail of old Santa Clans if he wants to do a

llttlo foraging In the Tappahannock neighbor¬
hood. You ought to be grateful If you have
that sort of holly growing in plenty around you.

Current Editorial Comment
The agitation that has been

Airltnllnn begun for the creation of a State
®

q. t reserve bank. In which the banks
tor Stale and trutrt companies existing

Reserve lJnnkUIUjer Empire state law will be
the stockholders, is no surprise

to bankers. The State Institutions are not
hurrying to get Into the Federal system. Yet
some of them that are hanging hack have a

notion that some redtscountlng centre may be.
serviceable, if they are to stay out. Manifestly
resources would be limited, and security might
be doubtful. It is conceivable that a State re¬

serve bank, under a clumsily drawn law, might
produce, through careless discounting and reck-
lesB redlscountlng, a business panic almost
absolutely localized In the State making the
experiment. But feven with the greatest care
in drawing the law and In administering it,
the advantage to merchants, manufacturers and
general patrons would be less than entrance
into the great Federal Bystcm would confer.
The agitation is not to be encouraged. Cen¬
tralization of the banking business of the United
States Is a wise aim. It ofTers hope of getting
rid of will-o'-the-wlsp credits; of much of the
kissing that goes by favor; of the financing of
wildcat enterprise with depositors' money. A
State reserve bank would bo a decentralizing
move, and, therefore, an unwise move. Trob-
ably that la the view that most conservative
financiers will corns to take when they have
thought it over..Brooklyn Eagle.

The latest sensational prose-
Another cutlon under the Federal "white
Attack on . e,av«" ict Involves directly a

..

'

T man sixty-seven years of airetho Mann Lawan(1 a woman "thirty years his
Junior" or, in' other words,

thirty-four. The appeal to the law seems to
have been made after the Immoral relation
charged had existed for two or more years and
had been brought to an end by the man. The
ironic paradox la presented that the offender
really Is being punished, not because he Is
maintaining an Immoral relation, but because
he has ended It. although In legal fact he is
being prosecuted for the paBt relation. The
"white slave" act, It seems, does not provide for
tho punishment of the "whlto alave," so tho
prosecution, Impressed by the obvious Inequity
and bad policy of the situation presented hero,seeks to make up for the law's deficiency byfalling back on a blackmail charge which mayhave nothing to sufitaln It. Revonge Is not
blackmail. The "white slave" act prescribes the
punishment of a man when he Is not a white
slaver and permits the escape of a woman who
Is not a white sla.e, hut wilfully has committed
tho same offense for which tho man Is punishedThe result is that predatory women may *nd
do make use of the' law with Impunity. The

lnjuatlco and bad pulley of such a situation,have been obscured by the moral reprobation
of maecultno llcer.se. This Im short-sighted.
The Mann act should bo amended so as to limit
Its u$o as an Instrument of extortion or more
revenge..Chicago Tribune.

War News Fifty Years Ago
'From Richmond Dispatch. Dec. 14. lKt'* >

It Is something of a curious phase of war
that Sherman's position In front of Savannah
Is exactly the same that Hood holds In front
of Nashville. Just why. these military chief¬
tains should have run away from each other,
Instead of lighting It out where they were, tho
layman cannot exactly understand. What do
we want with Tennessee when Georgia Is
devasted, and what do the Yankees want with
Georgia with Tennessee devasted? These are
questions that the military oxperts may be ablo
to answer to their satisfaction, but the people
who ure paying tho blllB can't see any sense
in It at all.
The reconnaissance of General Longstreet and

the shelling of Fort Gilmer wore the closing
events of the expiring year; that Is, such is the
opinion of the military experts on both sides
of the line, but mllltnry experts, no matter
which side of the line they may be on. are not
always reliable. The real lighters may yet lind
something to do. but be that as It may, no
movement of Importance Is expected until tho
New Year or some time thereafter.
The holiday season is at hand, and it applies

to war as well as to peace. Information conies
from across the lines that General Grant has
already hurried himself off to Governor's Island,
near New York, where he will spend the holi¬
days In the bosom of his family. General Lee
keeps in close touch with the operations In front
of Petersburg, but it is understood that for
several days, maybe several weeks, he will spend
the most of his time with his family on Franklin
Street, In this city.
There is abundant Information thu. General

Warren's Federal raiding expedition towards
Bellfield was a decided failure. General Hamp¬
ton broke Into Warren's plans and upset them
in handsome style. Warren did manage *to get
back to the Grant lines In fairly good shape.
If Hampton had Just had a few more men, he
might have made an end to Warren nnd all of
his gnng, but he didn't have the men, and that
was tho end of It.
There were no advices yesterday from South

Georgia, but it Is understood that General Bragg
Is still holding his own at and about Augusta.
If Beauregard and tho other Confederate com¬
manders will do as well in and about Savannah,
all will be well. But will they?

Since General Longstreet drove the Yankees
back over Hatcher's Bun, they (the Yankees)
have seemed to be satisfied, and perfect quiet
lias reigned on the lines below Richmond and
in front of Petersburg.
The report, comes from Tennessee that the

Federals are making every possible effort .to
clear the Cumberland River from Nashville
down. To that end they have sent gunboats
down the river to try to whip out the Confed¬
erate batteries all along the river front and
on both sides of the stream. So far they have
been themselves whipped, several of their gun¬
boats having been sunk by the fire of the land
batteries.

Colonel Thomas S. Ashe has been elected Con¬
federate States Senator from North Carolina
to succeed Senator Dortch. Senator Ashe de¬
feated the Hon. E. G. Beid, who favored a peace
policy, .while Ashe declared himself as being
in favor of a vigorous prosecution of the war
unto the hitter end, or until the Confederate
States shall have gained their Independence at
the sword's edge if need be.
The way in which General Wade Hampton

worried General Warren and his marauders
before they finally succeeded in getting back
to Grant's lines Is something worth telling
about. A special correspondent of the Dispatch
was on the ground, and his account- of the
whole thing will appear in tills paper at an
early date.

Friends of General Lee, evidently authorized
by him, appeared before the Legislature of
Virginia yesterday and respectfully asked that
further consideration of the proposition to aid
General Lee financially be dispensed with.
There can be no doubt of the fact that the

intensely cold weather and the falling snow will
call off all military operations in the regions
around Richmond and Petersburg for some time
to come. The soldiers on both sides are brave
enough, and may . bo ever ready to do their
duty to their country, but there are certain
limits beyond which human nature cannot go.

The Voice of the People
Ln««rn In Sluart'x Cavalry.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.J read with much Interest In your issue

of the 6th instant the account of Colonel Mosby's
celebration of his eighty-first birthday, but the
author makes a mistake In sayinj? that no man
or horse was killed on the rides of Stuart around
McClellan's army In June. 1SG2. My own cap¬
tain, Latane, was killed leading his squadron,
composed of Company E of Spotsylvania and
Company F of Essex County.

W1LUAM CAMPBELL.
Bowler's Wharf, Va., December 11, 1914.

Another Voice for a Clrnn City.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir,.In your paper yesterday you spoke of
receptacles attached to iron posts being put up
on the street corners for trash and paper. It
struck me as a good Idea when I saw In I^ondon
baskets for that purpose attached 10 the posts
of the letter boxes.
Having always been Interested in the beauty

of our city and the appearance of the streets.
I have been a close observer of causes.and
alleys! 1 dally see In the alleys behind the
stores, expeclally the dry goods stores, quanti¬
ties of scraps of paper left by the carts removing
the trash or dropped by them. These naturally
blow from place to place.
Houses and stores at the corners pf the

streets have the pavements In front nicely-
swept every day, and have the snow cleaned
off when it falls. Should not the sides and
alleys of lots be required to be also kept In a
neat condition, as they make as much for the
cleanliness and appearance of the city as does
the front? A stretch of snow on a side street
makes most uncomfortable walking, and un-
awept pavements do away with the appear¬
ance of the whole. *

Then, again. Isn't there any way.should It
not be somebody's duty?.to have pavements
In front of unoccupied houses cleaned? What
good does It do for a part of a pavement to
be nicely cleaned when the noxt apace, or around
the corner, Is dirty and wet.papers and scraps
and leaves to bo blown back and sloppy, wet
places to be walked through?
As It has been begun, lot's continue to culti¬

vate our civic pride In neatness as well as
beauty. ANOTHER OBSERVER.
Richmond, December 10, 1914.

Queries and Answers
Siepnon.

Does a person receive by law any part of
the property of his stepmother?
He does not.

Foreign-Morn Parent*.
Is a person born In the United States of

foreign-born parents a citizen of this country?
MAY.

Yes.

Life of Frnktnr.
Please tell me where I may get a life of Lord

Eraklne. J. S. EDISS.
Your bookseller can get It for you.

Fairfield Police.
Please give tho names of the sworn police of

Fairfield District, In Henrico County.
SUBSCRIBER.

H. W. Hardy, T. W. Seay, W. C. Vincent, H. O.
Hechler, E. L. Voegler, E. R. Wallace, W. G.
Martin.

.Mlsn Stone, the Mlnslonary.
When and by whom was Miss Stone, the mis¬

sionary, captured and held for ransom?
MRS. G. M. D.

September 30, 1901. By bandits In Macedonia.

National Academy of Sciencea.
Please tell me whom to write to touching the

National Acadomy of Sciences. R. L.'MOOREJ.Homo secretary, Arnold L. Day, Washington,D. C. .

'

SOMETIMES IT'S LIKE THIS
One of the Day's Best Cartuuns.

.Front ili« Indianapolis

HEROES AWARDED VICTORIA CROSS
[Correspondence of Associated Press.]
LONDON, December 1..The granting

of ten Victoria Crosses within the last
few weeks brings the total number
of these awards during the present war
up to twenty-one.
Tho cross Is the highest reward given

to the British army "for some signal
act of valor or devotion performed In
the presence of the enemy." The medal is
In the form of a Maltese cross of bronzy
bearing In tho centre the royal crown,
surmounted by the lion, and below, on
a scroll, the words, "For Valor." Tho
ribbon is blue for the navy and red
for the army. The decoration is ac¬
companied by a pension of $50 a year.
Official lists of surviving holders of
the honor at the beginning of the
present war contained about 150 names.
The ten latest "V. C." awards are

as follows:
Private Sidney Godley, Royal Fusi¬

liers.Kor coolness and gallantry In
flghllng his machine gun under u hot
!lre for two hours after he had been
wounded at Mons on August 23.
Driver .lob Drain and Driver Fred¬

erick Luke, Royal Field Artillery.At
LeCateau, on August 20. as volunteers,
helping to save guns under Are from
hostile Infantry 100 yards away.
Major Charles Vate, deceased. King's

Own I^lght Infantry.Commanded ono
of two companies that remained to the
end In trenches at LeCateau on August
2d; when all other officers killed or
wounded, led his nineteen survivors In
gallant charge. Wounded; died In
hands of opponents.
Lance Corporal Frederick Holmes,

King's Own Light Infantry.At Le-
Cateau. on August 2G, carried woumted
man froin trenches under heavy lire:
later assisted to drive a gun out of
action by taking placc of a wounded
driver.
Captain Edward Bradbury, deceased.

Royal Horse Artillery.Organized de¬
fense of battery against heavy odds at
Ncry on September 1.
Captain William Henry Johnston.

Royal Engineers.At Missy, on Sep¬
tember 14, under heavy fire worked two
rafls bringing back wounded, and re¬
turning with ammunition.
Drummer Spence John Bent Ask,

Lancashire Regiment.For taking com¬
mand and succeeding In holding a posi¬
tion after his officer had been struck
down, and other deeds of bravery.

Bombardier Ernest Harlock, now ser¬
geant, Royal Field Artillery.For con¬
spicuous gallantry on September 15 near
Vendresse; although twice wounded

persisted In returning to lay his gun
each time after wounds dressed.

L«*ince Corporal Dobaon, Coldstream
Guards.Kor bringing wounded men
Into cover on two occasions while
under heavy tire.
The most conspicuous of these ten

heroes is Captain Bradbury, whose
Battery 1> made a determined stand
near Complegne on the last day of
the retreat towards Paris. Battery U.
while covering the retreat, was at¬
tacked by a'strong German force with
ten field puns und two Maxims. Three
British guns were brought Into action,
but two of them were quickly silenced.
Bradbury and his men served the re¬
maining pun so well, however, that all
but one of the German xuns were
silenced, and when Battery Ij was re¬
lieved. this sun was captured. An
account of the action says:

"Captain Bradbury was tho real hero.
He pot the gun into action and pave
orders. Mundy knelt on one side as
ranging olllcer: Bradbury. Campbell
and Glffard, with the battery sergeant-
major, gunner and driver, served the
gun. Bradbury had one leg taken off,
but still went on; Campbell and Mundy
were killed. Bradbury had his other
leg taken off, and Giff.ird was bady
wounded, but still they kept the gun
Rolng; and when Battery 1 came up
they found the Germans had bolted.
Only the major and Giffard, who re¬
ceived live bullets, survived!"
Three Victoria Crosses have now

been awarded in connection with this
tight, 6ergeai<t-MaJor iJorrell and .Ser¬
geant Nelson having already mcelved
the decoration. In addition, Lieuten¬
ant Glffard. Gunner Darbyshlre and
Driver Ofcborne were awarded I*'renoh
decorations.
The first Indian to be recommended

for tho Victoria Cross Is liavildar (ser¬
geant) Gagna Singh, of the Fifty-
seventh Wilde's ltliles. The liavildar,
with fifteen men, was attacked in the
trenches just before dawn by an over¬
whelming German force. In the brief
hand-to-hand struggle which ensued,
sixty Get mans were killed. Gagna
Singh, sole survivor of his little com¬
pany, was left for dead in tho trench
with five bullet wounds. Wheji picked
up, ho still held tichtly the sword of
a German oflleer whom he had dla-
pa tched.

This Is the first war In which it has
been possible for an Indian to win the
Victoria Cross. KllKlDillty to the' dis¬
tinction was one of the boons granted
by King George at the Jjurbar of 1912.

Paris Theatres to Open
ICorrespondencc of Associated Press !

PARIS, December 1..Many theatres
soon will be reopened, thanks to Min¬
ister of the Interior Malvy, who ob¬
tained from his colleagues permission
to do as he saw fit with the amuse¬
ment places. The lower lights also
soon will be burning on the boule¬
vards.
The Opera Comlque will reopen with

"The Daughter of the Regiment" an
the first attraction, and Mile. Chenal,
draped In the French colors, will sing
the Marseillaise between the acts. The
orchestra is ready and the cast com¬
pute, excepting th-S leading t«*nor. The
place of Frantz, serving as a military
postman at Nogcnt, is not easy to fill.
"Here I am and here I stay," says

JacqucB Rouche when any one asks li
it Is true that he will give the direc¬
tion of the opera.
The national opera house, however,

Is cold and dark, and callers crowd into
the porters lodge, for the porter alone
about the place has the funds to buy
coal. This Is not due to the morato¬
rium, it is simply a case of more money
paid out than taken in, and the gas
company gives no credit, while in the
scarcity of coal all orders must be ac¬
companied by cash.
\ Nevertheless, artists and chorus peo¬
ple stamp about the icy stage rehears¬
ing "La Favorite" and "Semiramis"
with the same zest as If the reopening
was a certainty.
At the Theatre Francais there is

plenty of coal and the gas bill has
been paid, hut the place recalls the
times when the scene shifters were on
strike. All except six of them are off
to war. By Instructions of Lieutenant
Colonel Carre, who keeps in i\ort of
wireless touch with "La Maison do
Mollere," stage hands of the Theatre
de la Monnale, now In Brussels, will
be mobilized for the winter campaign.

Fifteen per cent of the gross re¬
ceipts of all places of amusement dur¬
ing the war must be paid over to thedifferent relief fuods. If Belleville Is a
criterion, substantial aid for the suf¬
fering will be derived from this source.
The Casino there reopened within five
hours after the word "go," and the
house was crowded with workmen and
their families, eager to applaud the
patriotic songs that constituted the
program. .

Almanach Is Changed
BI3RLTN (vja The Hague and Lon¬

don), December 11..The now edition of
the Almanach de Gotha has appeared
and presents numerous changes as a
result of the war. Names In a number
of places ap'pear In small type, with
the simple comment that the person
has fallen in battle, and the date and
place are given.
A noticeable chango is the fact that

the sovereigns generally havo divested
themselves of the titles and decorations
conferred by nations with which they
are at war. but Emporor .William Is
still carrlcd as a doctO:- of Oxford and
a Knight of the Garter, whlfo Prince

Henry Is given as a chief of the Rus¬
sian Jlussar Regiment awl as a British
admiral. The Russian Emperor is no
longer titled as the chief of Austrian
regiments, but, like King Albert of
Belgium, Is still credited as a Knight of
the Black Eagle. The King of Mon¬
tenegro is carried as an honorary com¬
mander of an Austrian regiment and as
a Knight of the Black Eagle.

In the nonsovereig houses Nancy
Irishman's marriage to the Duke of
(,'roy again appears as one of unequal
birth, but their son, Karl Emmanuel,
born at Dusseldorf on October 10, Is
recognized as hereditary Prince of
Croy.

j Villagers of Industry
The housing of Belgian worklngmen

and tiie agricultural activities through
which they supplement their wages
are described in an article on "Im¬
perishable Belgium" In the Survey.
The author, Bruno I,asker, says:

"Until the war broke out, the Bel¬
gians undoubtedly were the best-
housed nation In Europe. If the in¬
vading armies had concentrated their
destructive talents on the few con¬
fined slum areas of- the great cities,
we should find little cause to com¬
plain. * But unfortunately, when wc
read of tho devastation of whole vil¬
lages. wo must remember that a con¬
siderable proportion of the habitations,
not only of the agricultural, but also
of the industrial population.habita¬
tions which are the envy of the work¬
ers of other lands, have been destroyed.

"Belgian workers, by means of a
rapid train service at cheap fares, arc
enabled to live distributed over wide
semlrural areas. Land values have
been kept down, and the mobility of
the workers.their eholco of employ¬
ment.Is increased oven though they
own their houses. Though the great
majority of them only llvo a fow miles
from the place where they work, they
arc able. If necessary, to look for
employment at distances of fifty miles
and more.

"Residence in the country, with a
fair-sized garden attached to most
houses, has other advantages which go
a long way to compensate for tho
time lost in transit. The Brussels
bricklayer, when work is scarce, stays
at home working on his garden plot
or for a neighboring farmer, and leaves
what Jobs there are to his less fortu¬
nate mate who lives In the town It¬
self.
"The Antwerp docker does not hangabout the dock gates waiting for a

ship to arrive, but awaits in his ownvillage the telephone call of the labor
bureau. He usually has a side of
bacon, a sack of potatoes and otherfood about his homo, and does not
starve the moment his wage ceases to
como In. His children are brought upamid rural surroundings, and there Is
not the same cleavage between in¬dustrial and agricultural employmentas' there Is, for Instance, In England.'Scratch the Flemish miner.' Is a say¬ing, 'and underneath his grlmo youwill find a peasant.' Ho Id able to
go back to work on tho land if cir¬
cumstances Incline him to do ao."


